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DIRECTORATE FOR QUALITY AND STANDARDS IN EDUCATION
Department of Curriculum Management
Educational Assessment Unit

Annual Examinations for Secondary Schools 2015

FORM 2 ENGLISH TIME: 15 minutes
LISTENING COMPREHENSION

TEACHER’S PAPER

Instructions for the conduct of the Listening Comprehension Examination

The teacher should instruct the candidates to answer the questions on the paper provided. The 
following procedure for reading the Listening Comprehension passage is to be explained to the 
candidates immediately before proceeding with the examination. 

You have been given a sheet containing the Listening Comprehension 

questions. You will be given three minutes to read the questions based 

on the passage.  The passage will be read at normal reading speed.  

You may take notes during the reading.  After this reading there will 

be a pause of another three minutes to allow you to answer some of 

the questions.  I shall read the passage a second time and you may 

take further notes and answer the rest of the questions.  After this 

second reading you will be given a further three minutes for a final 

revision of the answers.

a. 3 minutes – Students read questions.

b. 3 minutes – Teacher reads passage aloud for the first time while students take notes.

c. 3 minutes – Students answer questions.

d. 3 minutes – Teacher reads passage for the second time. Students may answer more 
questions. 

e. 3 minutes – Students revise final answers. 

LEVELS  

7 - 8
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DIRECTORATE FOR QUALITY AND STANDARDS IN EDUCATION
Department of Curriculum Management 
Educational Assessment Unit

Annual Examinations for Secondary Schools 2015

FORM 2 ENGLISH TIME: 15 minutes
LISTENING COMPREHENSION

TEACHER’S PAPER

In today’s BBC Wildlife programme we get to know some interesting facts about polar bears. 

Polar bears are among the coolest animals on earth. People of all ages are entranced by their beauty, 
their playfulness, and their strength. And for good reason, they have become the iconic symbol of 
the troubled Arctic ecosystem.  Scientists estimate there are around 20,000 polar bears living in the 
Arctic. Five nations have polar bear populations - Canada (home to roughly 60% of the world's 
polar bears), the United States in Alaska, Greenland, Russia, and Norway. 

Adult male polar bears weigh from 351 to more than 544 kilos.  Females are considerably smaller, 
normally weighing 150 to 295 kilos. Females usually bear two cubs which stay with their mums for 
up to two and a half years, learning how to hunt and survive in the harsh Arctic environment.

Polar bears are perfectly adapted for survival in the Far North. They are well-insulated against the 
cold with a thick coat of fur, which covers a warming layer of fat. The bear’s stark white coat 
provides camouflage in surrounding snow and ice but under their fur, polar bears have black skin—
the better to soak in the sun's warming rays. Fur even grows on the bottom of their paws, which 
protects against cold surfaces and provides a good grip on ice. The paws measure up to 31cm across 
and help distribute weight when walking on thin ice. Their claws are thick and curved, sharp and 
strong – perfect to catch and hold prey.  Each can measure more than 5.1cm long. Polar bears' ears 
are small and round and their tails are short and compact - helping them conserve heat. 

A polar bear’s sense of smell is very keen, and so are its eyesight and hearing. These superb senses 
help bears survive in Arctic conditions. Moreover, polar bears are champion swimmers and they can 
swim 100 kilometres without rest. Polar bears top the food chain in the Arctic and their main prey is 
the ringed seal. They are also known to eat walrus, whale carcasses and birds’ eggs.  Most polar 
bears sleep for seven to eight hours at a stretch and they take naps, too. In that way, they are a lot 
like people. Polar bears nap just about anywhere and anytime, and especially after feeding on a seal. 
This helps them conserve energy. 

These Arctic giants are the masters of their environment and have no natural enemies. However, 
they do have other threats. Hunting was the major threat to polar bears in the 1960s and 1970s. 
Today, the single biggest threat is sea ice habitat losses in the Arctic as a result of global warming 
due to human-caused climate change. In May 2008, the U.S listed the polar bear as a threatened 
species under the Endangered Species Act. Polar bears rely on the sea ice to hunt and breed. 
Scientists predict that unless we take action to stop climate change, we will lose two-thirds of all 
polar bears by the middle of the century and all of them by the end of the century. 

LEVELS  

7 - 8
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DIRECTORATE FOR QUALITY AND STANDARDS IN EDUCATION
Department of Curriculum Management 
Educational Assessment Unit

Annual Examinations for Secondary Schools 2015

FORM 2                                    ENGLISH                           TIME: 15 minutes
                                   LISTENING COMPREHENSION        

 Name: ________________________________________              Class: _______________

A. State whether the following statements are True (T) or False (F).                (3 marks)                                   

  (a) More than half of the polar bear’s population lives in Canada.                                  _____

  (b) Baby bears become independent in their first year.                                                    _____

  (c) The polar bears’ diet consists chiefly of ringed seal.                                                  _____

  (d) Polar bears are choosy about where and when to nap.                                               _____

  (e) In the past the threats to polar bears were very similar to today’s.                             _____

  (f) All polar bears will become extinct by the middle of the century if we don’t act.     _____

B. Fill in the table with information from the passage.                                       (3 marks)

(a) estimated  number of polar bears in the Arctic

(b) maximum weight of female polar bear

(c) size of polar bear’s paw

(d) length of a polar bear’s claw can be more than this

(e) distance polar bears can swim without rest

(f) date when US declared the polar bear as threatened

C. List 3 physical features which make the polar bear perfectly adapted for survival in 
the Arctic.                                                                                                            (3 marks)   
i.   ____________________________________________________________________

ii. ____________________________________________________________________

iii. ____________________________________________________________________     

D.  Continue the sentence with exact words from the passage.                              (1 mark) 

The biggest threat to polar bears is loss of ________________________________________.

LEVELS  

7 - 8
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DIRECTORATE FOR QUALITY AND STANDARDS IN EDUCATION
Department of Curriculum Management 
Educational Assessment Unit

Annual Examinations for Secondary Schools 2015

 FORM 2                                       ENGLISH 
COMPREHENSION TEXT

Read the following text and then answer the questions on the Language Paper.

Iron Man Nick Bourne stunned the world by running across the entire length of the African 
continent – a mind-boggling 7,000 miles. The amazing 28-year old American covered the 
distance between Cape Town, South Africa and Cairo, Egypt in just under 11 months, 
averaging 47 miles a day under some of the most extreme conditions imaginable. 

5 ‘I ran through a herd of elephants,’ Bourne said. ‘I ran through prides of lions – never 
knowing if they would jump up and chase me. At one point, a pack of hyenas trailed me, 
hoping I might be their next meal. But God was watching over me and they never did.’

Bourne made the astonishing journey to raise money for a charity that builds schools in 
Africa – and collected more than 1 million dollars. He ran through seven countries, 

10 sweltering expanses of the Kalahari Desert and freezing mountain paths that took him high 
above the clouds.

Before it was over he had worn out 30 pairs of running shoes, endured unimaginable soreness 
and fatigue, actually stepped on a cobra and encountered an angry gang of terrorists who 
wielded guns in the hope of killing an American. Quick-thinking Bourne managed to 

15 convince them that he was British and they let him go. Even a bout of malaria did not stop 
him. 

‘When I started out I was determined to run 40 miles or more a day – a goal I managed to 
achieve,’ Bourne said. ‘I had to drink about 20 litres of water a day to keep my body 
hydrated. I ate 7000 calories a day and still lost 5 kilos by the time I finished. I rarely ran on 

20 roads because there simply were not very many. We were literally running through the bush 
where the wildlife make their home.’

‘I had to get eight hours of sleep a day to let my body heal itself but that proved all but 
impossible due to the weather, roaming tribesmen and wild animals roaming into camp. I ran 
three shifts of two hours. I would run two hours, rest two hours, until I covered 45 to 50 miles 

25 a day. Every fifth day I rested.’

Bourne credits his success to the prayers of his mother and sister who never doubted he 
would make it.  He’s also grateful to the team of friends who gave up almost one year of their 
lives to support him, following him in three old British Army Land Rovers with supplies. 

His trek stands as the third longest in history. So is the phenomenon burned out on running 
30 after his adventure? Absolutely not. He says his next goal is to organise a round-the-world 

relay run for charity to help build more schools in Africa.

LEVELS  

7 - 8
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DIRECTORATE FOR QUALITY AND STANDARDS IN EDUCATION
Department of Curriculum Management 
Educational Assessment Unit

Annual Examinations for Secondary Schools 2015

FORM 2                                         ENGLISH                              TIME:  2 hours

Name: ________________________________                                   Class: __________

Marks

Oral Assessment Listening
Comprehension

Written Paper Total

SECTION A – LANGUAGE                                                                                           15 MARKS

1. Fill in each blank with the correct form of the verb.  The first one (0) has been done for you.

Something (0) happened (happen) at school last week that I (1) ____________________ (never/ 

forget).  My friend and I (2)_____________________ (always / love) gardening and, as we were in 

the gardening club, at the beginning of the school year we were asked to help take care of the school 

garden.  I (3) ____________________ (feed) the fish in the pond every day and my friend 

(4)_____________________ (water) the plants every week. Last Monday, my friend and I (5) 

____________________ (find) that the pond had iced over.  As I (6)____________________ (hit) 

the ice with a metal bar to break it,  the bar struck the bottom of the pond.  The next morning, the 

pond was empty and all the fish (7) _____________________ (be) dead.  The metal bar 

(8)_____________________ (make) a hole in the bottom of the pond. I 

(9)_____________________ (not know) that the pond was made of plastic.  The Head was very 

angry.  “If I find out who killed the fish I (10)______________________ (give) them a week’s 

detention,” she said.                                                                       

                                                                                                                                                (5 marks)

2. Punctuate the following.   Rewrite it in the space provided.                                                                                                                

Mark can you go to the supermarket please i need the following a carton of milk a loaf of bread and 

a packet of butter yelled Mum 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

                                                                                                                                                (5 marks)

LEVELS  

7 - 8
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3. Fill in each blank with ONE word. The first one (0) has been done for you.   
                                                                                                                                 

Maypole Dancing is an English tradition (0) that is still celebrated today.  The Maypole, 

(1)___________________ is a tall, thick wooden post, is decorated (2)___________________ 

greenery and flowers with long ribbons hanging down from the top.  The villagers 

(3)____________________ danced around the Maypole, held (4)____________________  to the 

ribbons.  Each dance (5)____________________ wove the ribbons together or separated them back 

out.  This symbolised the changing nature of the ties among people in the community, 

(6)___________________ more importantly, it provided a great deal of fun.  

(7)___________________ Maypole dancing is now quite rare, many villages put on a May Fair 

(8)___________________ people come together to enjoy what they hope will be the first good 

weather of the year.  (9)___________________ the Maypole dance, in a traditional May Fair you 

can also hope to see English Morris dancers.  The Morris dancers dress all in white with bells on 

their wrists and ankles.  Their dances, which usually involve lively moves with sticks, fill all 

(10)___________________  who watch them with a sense of energy and joy of life. 

                                                                                                                                                (5 marks)

SECTION B - READING COMPREHENSION                                                           20 MARKS     

Read the Comprehension Text which is on a separate sheet, and then answer the following 
questions.

1. Show whether the following statements are True (T) or False (F) by ticking 
() the correct column.

    (2 marks)

    

T F
a. Nick Bourne is British.
b. Nick Bourne ran 7,000 miles in over 11 months.
c. On average Nick Bourne ran close to 50 miles a day.
d. Nick Bourne’s run started in South Africa.

2. From lines 5-16 find four words that refer to groups of animals or groups of 
people.

           (2 marks)

a. c.

b. d.

3. Who did Nick Bourne raise money for?      (1 mark)

4. How did Nick manage to avoid being killed by terrorists?      (1 mark)



English – Form 2 Secondary – L7 to L8 – 2015                                                                                    Page 3 of 8

5. Mention one place where Nick experienced extreme heat and another place 
where he experienced extreme cold.

    (2 marks)

a.

b.

6. List three physical conditions that Nick suffered from during his run.  (1½ marks)

a.

b.

c.

7. Why did Nick drink great quantities of water?      (1 mark)

8. After finishing his run what happened to Nick’s body weight? (1 mark)

9. How many times a day did Nick run? (1 mark)

10. List three reasons why it was difficult for Nick to get enough sleep. (1½ marks)

a.

b.

c.

11. Nick appears to be a religious man. In your own words mention two 
points that show he was religious.

(1 mark)

a.

b.

12. What type of support vehicles did Nick use during his run? (1 mark)

13. After running across Africa what plans does Nick have?   (1 mark)

14. Explain the meaning of the following words. (1½ marks)

a. trailed (l.6)

b. expanses (l.10)

c. encountered (l.13)

15. What do the following refer to?  (1½ marks)

a. it (l.12)

b. them (l.15)

c. their (l.27)  
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SECTION C – LITERATURE                                                                                        20 MARKS

Part I:  Poetry – Unprepared Text                                                                                      10 marks                                                                              

Read the poem and answer all the questions below.                                                                                       

The Cliff-tops  

The cliff-top has a carpet 
    Of lilac, gold and green:
The blue sky bounds the ocean, 
    The white clouds scud between.

A flock of gulls are wheeling
    And wailing round my seat;
Above my head the heaven,
    The sea beneath my feet.

Robert Bridges

1. Underline the correct answer:                                                                                           (3 marks)

a. ‘The Cliff-tops’ is 
i. a descriptive and imaginative poem.
ii. a fantasy poem for children.
iii. a narrative poem.
iv. about the fear of heights.

b. The atmosphere is 
i. thrilling and exciting.
ii. heavy with tension.
iii. light and cheerful.
iv. calm and happy.

c. In this poem
i. the first and last lines rhyme.
ii. there is no rhyme.
iii. the second and third lines rhyme.
iv. the second and fourth lines rhyme.

2. a. What do you think the “carpet” refers to in the first line of the poem?                          (1 mark)

____________________________________________________________________________

      b. What is the figure of speech used in this comparison?                                                   (1 mark)

      ____________________________________________________________________________

3. In the first stanza the poet paints a picture of the scene on the cliff-top.  How does he do this? 
                                                                                                                                            (1 mark)  
_____________________________________________________________________________
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4. a. The poem helps us to imagine the sounds and movements made by the sea gulls.  Quote the 
lines where these are described.                                                                                         (1 mark) 
                                    

      _____________________________________________________________________________  

      _____________________________________________________________________________                                                                     

     b. What is the figure of speech being used here?                                                               (½ mark)

     _____________________________________________________________________________

    c.  Comment on the effect of these lines.                                                                             (½ mark)

     _____________________________________________________________________________

5. a. Where is the speaker seated?                                                                                         (½ mark)

      _____________________________________________________________________________

      b. Refer to the last two lines and comment on the speaker’s feelings and sensations.  
                                                                                                                                              (1½ marks) 
     _____________________________________________________________________________

     _____________________________________________________________________________

Part II:  Prose – Unprepared Text                                                                                      10 marks

Read the text carefully then answer the questions below.

It was full moon. Below, the village was asleep and in darkness. The river, as it snaked through the 
valley with the pale and greasy ghost of mist oozing from it, was still.  Suddenly the pine trees 
shuddered, and the weird and lonely shriek of an owl shattered the silence.  Somewhere a 
melancholy dog mourned his master.

Dick shivered, and going inside shut the door.  The fire was smouldering.  He threw on a lump of 
coal, and it spluttered, then twinkled and blazed up.  The dog stirred.  Dick sighed.  Silence, never-
ending silence; then faintly, definitely, a noise; the wind whispering to the pines, or someone 
whistling?

Dick listened. The moon slid behind a cloud, and glided out again. Tonight she seemed almost too 
bright; no longer a sickly, sleazy, sliver of melon, but something terrifyingly real.  The whistling 
was coming nearer. The tune was ‘Greensleeves’, not pleasantly, plaintively simple, but 
menacingly, mercilessly macabre.  The dog whimpered uneasily in his sleep.  Dick shuddered.

Nearer, nearer; the dog barked, the gate squeaked, the path crunched, the door-knocker banged.  
Silence. The handle creaked and turned.  The door jerked open…
                                                                                                                                               

                                                                                                                                                 R. Goudy
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1. Underline the correct answers.                                                                                   (1½ marks)

a.  This passage is taken from 

i. a biography.
ii. a thriller adventure.
iii. a romance.
iv. a historical novel.

b. The first paragraph describes

i. a wild stormy night.
ii. a calm pleasant night.
iii. a horrifying night.
iv. a spooky night.

c.  When you read the passage,

i. you feel suspense and curiosity.
ii. you feel horrified.
iii. you feel sympathetic and sad.
iv. you understand the boy’s anger.

2. a. Underline one metaphor in the following sentence:                                                       (1 mark)

“The river, as it snaked through the valley with the pale and greasy ghost of mist oozing from it, 
was still.”

   b. Comment on the meaning of the metaphor.                                                                    (1 mark)

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

3. a. Quote an alliteration from the passage.                                                                           (1 mark) 

________________________________________________________________________________

  
 b. What is the effect of the sounds being described on the atmosphere of the story?

             (2 marks) 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

4. a. Give two examples of personification from the passage.                                               (1 mark)

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

  
  b. Choose one personification and comment on its meaning.                                       (1 mark) 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________
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5. Apart from describing the sounds in detail, how does the writer use sentences to create a 

special effect in the passage?  What is the effect?                                                      (1½ marks)

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

SECTION D – COMPOSITION                                                                                     25 MARKS                                                       

Write between 180 - 200 words on ONE of the following.                                  

1. Write a description of a person you met at a public garden.  Describe the person’s physical 
appearance, what he/she did and your impression of the person’s character. 

2. Write a story entitled ‘I’m lucky to be alive’.

3. Write a letter to your friend in which you invite him/her to a pyjama party at your house.  In 
your letter mention whom you have invited to the party and what activities you have planned.

Composition title number:

                                                                           

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________
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